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ain Turner, of the Braganza, has kindly | 
fayored us with a peep at his log, and with his per- 
mission, we ‘gladly make the following extract from: | 
it, hoping that it may prove interesting to some of | 
our readers, and perhaps induce other masters of | 
whaleships to try their luck there, or in the vicinity, 


on the next ‘* between seasons.” | 
Bark Braganza, sailed from Honolulu Dec 26th, 1861, for a 

'| cruise to the Line and Westward; sighted and took first. sperm : 

whale JamGthJat +2.9S;"tong T662°30" Ws not seeing any | 

further chance of getting oil in that vicinity, squared away for | 

}| Bouka Island, the westernmost cf the Solomon Group, situated | 
| inlat5° 50 8,andlong 155° 00 E; after touching at Hope, 
Ocean, and Pleasant Islands, of the King’s Mill Group, to ob- 
| tain supplies, with but poor success, arrived in sight of the high 
mountains of Bougainville and Bouka Islands, Feb 5th, and on 
the 6th were close in with the land, and saw sperm whales; suc- 
ceeded in getting two; while the boats were fast, the natives be- 


) 


gan to approach the vessel in canoes; at first appearing timid, 
not coming within 300 or 400 yards, until beckoned to to come 

alongside; cocoanuts, bananas and-kalo-are all. they. have, it- 
F cluding bows and arrows, which they will,readily sell for small 
pieces of iron hoop; they were off every day when the ship was 
close enough to land—sometimes aS many as 200 or 300, in large 
war canoes, carrying as many as 25 or 30 men in each canoe . 
while cutting in whales they would load their canoes with the car- 
| casses, preparatory to a general feast; they always expressed 
much pleasure, by laughing and singing, when we killed a shark 
for them by way of variety; the natives are as black as Guinea 


negroes, but much finer looking—not having the thick lips and 


flat noses which characterises that race; the men go entirely 
naked, and having their wooly heads one half painted a bright 
red, and a white ring of paint arourd their eyes, they are cer- 


tainly the most treacherous looking set ever witnessed ; of course 
we never permitted more than 5 or 6 to come on board at a 
time, and as they never Mave any knives with them, there is 
nothing to tear; the females wear the malo, made of grass, but 
are never permitjed to come.off to the ship or accompany the” 
men in the canoes, therefore, I presume, they are tabood ; to | 
guard against danger from the natives, it would not be prudent 
nor safe to admitmany on board, whilst the boats are away 
| from a ship, as I have not a doubt but if they could get the ad) 
vantage of a ship’s company they would do it, and destroy al 
hands, for it was within 60 miles of here, at Treasury Island’ | 
where they cut off the Superior and massacred her crew in 1850. 
We found the weather very fine, in fact too good, as it was diffi- 
eult to get wind enough to cruise about with; the prevailing 
winds were from the NW, and we never experienced any of : 
those hard gales and tremendous squalls which exaggerated ac- 
counts of, have prevented many ships from cruising in and about | 
the Solomon Group; whales were seen quite plenty in February, | 
and we were very successful in taking them; all school whales 


and but one large one seen by us whilst cruising; ships can ap- 
proach very near the land, as no dangers exist but what cap he 
seen from the mast-head; and as the whales keep frequently 
close along, within a quarter mile of the shore, it is necessary to 
keep well in te get sight of them; we cruised as long as it was 
prudent, without losing the Arctic season, and left April !6th, 
1862, with 600 bbIs sperm ; steering to the northward, we passed 
the parallel of the Caroline Islands, April 29, passing Mortlock 
Island to the eastward, and in sight; and in approaching Borde- 


laire Island, or Reef (more properly), which is very dangerous, 
ships should have a good lookout, and not pass it in the night, 
unless their observations are correct, as itis an extensive reef 


a 


of about 40 miles in circumference, and but recently there has 
heen two merchantmen lost on it—one a German, the other an 
English vessel—and their crews, after suffering incredible hard- 
ship from the natives, were finally rescued by an English steamer 
sent in search ofthem ; we touched at Guam May 9th; recruited 
and sailed again the 12th; the I4th passed over a shoal; the 
first officer took a boat and sounded over it; shoalest water 54 
and 6 fathoms ; shoal extends NW and SE, about one mile long, 
lat 15° 36 N, long 143° 40 E; touched at Bonin Island May 
27th, and sailed the same day; found the Japanese colonizing 
and taking possession of Peel’s Island, at Port Loyal, reasons 
assigned—having discovered them some 300 years ago; they 
had commenced putting up buildings, and were also engaged in 
fitting up a vessel for carrying on the whaling business, offering 
high monthly wages to induce mem to leave ships; arrived in 
Bhering Straits July Ist; took first Wewhead July 2d, off St. 
Lawrence Bay; passed East Cape, and too&%J200 bbls up to Ist 
August; onthe 14th August, commenced a hard, . cept 
blowing a continual gale till the 26th; finally got bles” through 
; Bhering Straits the 27th; ship commenced leaking during the 
gale, and has continued so ever since, between 4,000 and 6,000 
strokes in 24 hours: took one whale in August and one in Sep- 
tember, off St. Matthew’s Island; passed Fox Island Sep-ad, 
| after which had pleasant weather until arrived in. Hpnoluln, Sep- 
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